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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 4-9, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Warren et al. (U.S. Pub 20040054821). 

As to claim 1 , Warren et al. disclose a data acquisition system comprising a 
memory; a processor coupled to the memory (See paragraph 0128); and a first 
communication port adapted for coupling to a vessel navigation system (See paragraph 
0179); and a switch, when actuated in response to an event, causes information 
retrieved from the vessel navigation system to be stored in memory (See paragraph 
0135; activated switch paragraph 0185). 

As to claim 2, Warren et al. disclose a display in the data acquisition (See 
paragraph 0185). 

As to claim 4, Warren et al. discloses the data acquisition comprises at least one 
of a radar (See paragraphs 0002, 0160). 

As to claim 5, Warren et al. disclose a computer wherein one would consider 
having an enclosure housing having a memory and processor and a second 
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communication port configured to communicate with a device remote from the 
enclosure (See paragraph 0148). 

As to claim 6, Warren et al. disclose the second communication port is 
configured to transfer information at least via a modem (See paragraph 0148). 

As to claim 7, Warren et al. disclose the first communication port is coupled to a 
network comprising the vessel navigation system includes at least one of a chart plotter 
(mapping) (See paragraph 0017, 0179). 

As to claims 8-9, Warren et al. disclose the data acquisition is a remote device 
selectively in communication with the memory through the second communication port 
and wherein the remote device is at least one of a computer (See paragraphs 0135, 
0148, 0179). 

Claims 10-15, 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Squires et al. (U.S. Pub 20030056419). 

As to claim 10, Squires et al. disclose a data acquisition system comprising a 
vessel navigation system having at least one of a chart plotter and a data acquisition 
coupled to the vessel navigation and having a memory (database) configured to store 
thereon a date and information retrieved from the vessel navigation system in response 
to an event (See abstract; paragraph 0133). 

As to claim 1 1 , Squires et al. disclose a method of acquiring fishing data 
comprising generating a signal in response to an event; and automatically storing date 
and vessel position in a memory disposed on board a vessel in response to the signal 
(See abstract, 0133) 
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As to claim 12, Squires et al. disclose the signal further comprising manually 
actuating a switch (button) (See paragraph 0151). 

As to claim 13, Squires et al. disclose storing information from a vessel 
navigation system in the memory in response to the signal (See 

As to claim 14, Squires et al. disclose the step of storing information further 
comprises storing at least one of water temperature (water condition data) (See 
abstract). 

As to claim 15, Squires et al. disclose manually entering an information 
associated with the event (input means 37 abstract; see paragraph 0151). 

As to claim 18, Squires et al. disclose building a database of information 
associated with events (See paragraph 0158). 

As to claim 19, Squires et al. disclose performing a statistical analysis on the 
event information stored in the database (See abstract, paragraphs 0054, 0055, 0164). 

As to claim 20, Squires et al. disclose displaying a selected event from the 
database (See paragraph 0158). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Warren et 
al. (US 20040054821) in view of Takiguchi et al. (US 20020032696). 

As to claim 3, Warren et al. disclose the data acquisition but fail to specifically 
disclose the display displays at least one entry line having at least a date and a position 
associated with the event. In an analogous art, Takiguchi et al. discloses an intuitive 
hierarchical time-series data display method and system wherein it discloses a display 
means that displays one entry having at least a date and a position associated with the 
event (See paragraph 0048). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the system of Warren et al. with that of 
Takiguchi et al. by having a display that displays date and position for better navigation 
instruction. 

Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Squires et al. (U.S Pub 20030056419) in view of Warren et al. (US 20040054821). 

As to claims 16-17, Squires et al. fail to specifically disclose transferring the 
stored information to a remote device. In an analogous art, Warren et al. disclose 
transferring data to a remote database via land-line communication (See paragraph 
0148). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Squires et al. with that of Warren et al. by transferring 
stored information to a remote device in order to allow flexible communication. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571 ) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



GAJ 
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